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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 8 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 6,029,150 Kravitz in view of US 6,023,689 Herlin et al 

As to Claim 1, Kravitz discloses the invention substantially as claimed, including in a 
method of payment in a purchasing action (Col. 12, lines 49-51) performed by means of an 
electronic communication device (Col. 11, lines 57-60) between a customer using said electronic 
communication device (Col. 12, lines 45-49) and a provider offering goods or services (Col. 12, 
lines 51-54), steps of: 

building up a connection between said customer and said provider via a communication 
channel of said communication device (Col. 12, lines 45-51) and authorization of a customer to 
give a money transfer order (Col. 7, lines 19-45. See also Col. 29, line 19 to Col. 32, line 54 for 
details of authorization); 

upon receipt of a purchase order from said customer (Col. 12, lines 49-51), issuance of an 
electronic bill by said provider and transmission of said electronic bill to said customer Col. 12, 
lines 51-54); 
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upon acknowledgement of said electronic bill by said customer transmission of a money 
transfer order from said customer to a payment provider (Col. 12, lines 56-59; Col. 12, lines 15- 
22); 

execution of said money transfer order by said payment provider by debiting an account 
of said customer (Col. 12, line 60 to Col 13, line 12); 

sending a receipt of payment to said customer and forwarding said receipt of payment to 
said provider offering goods or services (Col. 13, lines 13-26). 

Kravitz does not specifically disclose the newly recited limitation of identity 
authorization of a customer by using a SIM. Herlin discloses the use a SIM for authentication at 
Col. 2, lines 10-40. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Kravitz to perform authentication using the SIM of Herlin because this 
would facilitate secure payment, as set forth by Herlin at Col. 10, line 40 to Col. 12, line 30. 

With respect to Claim 3, Kravitz discloses authentication by a communication provider 
via a service channel at Col. 12, line 55 to Col 13 line 1 1 and Col. 29, lines 10-17. 

With respect to Claim 4, Kravitz discloses authentication before transmission of a 
money transfer order at Col 25, line 30 to Col. 27, line 23. 

With respect to Claim 5, Kravitz discloses authentication after transmission of a money 
transfer order at Col 29, line 18 to Col. 32, line 53. 

With respect to Claim 8, Kravitz discloses the use of an Internet connection at Col. 11, 
lines 50-60. 
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Concerning Claims 18-19, Kravitz further discloses use of a digital signature at Col. 8, 
lines 41-56 and confirmation of the digital signature at Col. 8, lines 35-40. 

Claims 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 6,029,150 
Kravitz in view of US 6,023,689 Herlin et al and further in view of US 2002/01 1 1 164 Ritter. 

As to Claim 16, see the discussion of Claim 1 . Kravitz further discloses that a payment 
provider maintains accounts for customers at Abstract, at least. Kravitz does not specifically 
disclose that the payment provider is a telecommunications company. Ritter discloses this 
limitation at 46. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Kravitz to use the capabilities of a telecommunications company to maintain 
accounts disclosed by Ritter because such companies transfer account data and were 
technologically "savvy" enough to establish account maintenance systems and procedures. 

Claims 6-7, 10-13 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 6,029,150 Kravitz in view of US 6,023,689 Herlin et al and further in view of US 
6,574,314 Martino. 

With respect to Claim 6, see the discussion of Claim 1. Martino discloses use of a 
service (data) channel for transmission of transaction data fro a data transaction server at Col. 23, 
lines 35-59. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the service channel of Martino to transmit the transaction data of Kravitz 
because this would transmit transactions data without using valuable voice channel bandwidth. 



Application/Control Number: 09/752,959 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3624 

With respect to Claim 7, see the discussion of Claim 1. Martino discloses use of a 
voice channel at Col. 7, lines 30-43. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify Kravitz to use a voice channel so as to perform simple 
verbal placement of payment instructions and follow on information. 

With respect to Claim 10, Kravitz discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See 
the discussion of Claim 1. Kravitz does not disclose limitations relating to use of voice and 
service channels for transmission of the payment related documents. Martino discloses the use 
of two channels (Col. 7, lines 19-43) in a cellular system (Col. 3, lines 52-59) for transmission of 
payment related documents (Col. 23, lines 35-59). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Kravitz to use the two channel 
cellular implementation of Martino because this would provide a familiar payment device having 
the capability of simultaneously presenting data (on screen 20, Fig. 5A) and allowing voice 
communication (via handset 54, Fig. 5A), thus relieving a user from having to switch between 
channels for different types of information. See Martino at Col 7, lines 30-43. 

With respect to Claim 11, Kravitz does not specifically disclose authentication via a 
service channel. Martino discloses this limitation at Col. 20, line 56 to Col 21, line 4 and Col. 7, 
lines 27-34. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Kravitz to include the data channel authentication of Martino because this 
would provide transactions security without using valuable voice channel bandwidth 

With respect to Claim 12, see the discussion of Claim 10 and Kravitz further discloses 
computer program product at Col. 13, line 65 to Col. Col. 17, line 67. 
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With respect to Claim 13, Kravitz discloses computer program product databases at Col. 
13, line 65 to col 17, line 67. Official Notice is taken that computer readable media are stored 
on computer readable media. Examples include cache, memory, fixed disks, and removable 
media. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use such media to store the computer program product databases to store important data. 

As to Claims 21-22, see the discussion of Claims 12 and 18-19. 

Claim 14, 20 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
6,029,150 Kravitz in view of US 6,023,689 Herlin et al and US 6,574,314 Martino and further in 
view of US 2002/0100798 Farrugia et al 

Concerning Claims 14, 20 and 23,Kravitz discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed. See the discussion of Claims 13, 1 and 12. Kravitz does not specifically disclose that 
the communication device is a personal computer using a SIM. Farrugia discloses this 
limitation at Abstract, Summary of the Invention and paras. 15-30.. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Kravitz to use such a 
personal computer because this would provide the security of SIM authorization to a broader 
array of devices for payment processing. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered and are addressed 
in the rejections above or are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles Kyle whose telephone number is (571) 272-6746. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

crk Primary Examiner 

January 30, 2006 Charles Kyle 
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